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AN  ANECDOTE  OF  LINCOLN 

In  each  is9ue  of  the  Week  By  Week  from  hoy- 
hood  to  his  death.  Save  each  copy.  You  will  have 
anecdotes  and  illustrations  that  when  put  together 
will  trive  you  a  very  wonderful  story  of  the  life  of 
tn«  immortal  savior  of  our  country. 


Lincoln's  Famous  Speeches 


RESPONSE  TO  SERENADE  FROM 
M  A  R Y  LA  N  DL  IIS,  WASHINGTON 
NOVEMBER,  186  i 

"I  am  notified  that  this  is  a  compli- 
ment paid  me  by  the  loyal  Marylanders 
]  esident  in  this  district. 

"I  infer  that  the  adoption  of  tho  new 
Constitution  for  the  state  furnishes  tho 
occasion;  and  that  in  your  view  the  ex- 
tirpation of  slavery  constitutes  the  chief 
merit  of  the  new  Constitution. 

Most  heartily  do  I  congratulate  ycu 
and  Maryland,  and  the  nat  on,  and  the 
world,  upon  tho  event.  I  regret  that 
it  did  net  occur  two  years  sooner,  which, 
1  am  sure,  would  have  saved  the  nation 
more  money  than  would  have  met  all  the 
private  loss  incident  to  the  measure;  but 
it  has  come  at  last,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
its  friends  may  realize  all  their  anticipa- 
tions of  good  fiom  it,  and  that  its  op- 
ponents may,  by  its  effect,  be  agreeably 
and  profitably  d  sappointed.  A  word  up- 
on another  subject: 

"Something  said  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  his  recent  speech  at  Auburn  has 
been  construed  by  some  into  a  threat 
that,  if  I  shall  be  beaten  at  the  election, 
I  will,  between  then  and  the  end  of  my 
Constitutional  term,  do  what  I  may  be 
able  to  ruin  the  Government. 

"Others  regard  the  fact  that  the  Chi- 
cago Convention  adjourned  sine  die,  hut 
to  meet  again,  if  called  to  do  so,  oy  a 
particular  individual,  as  the  ultimatum 
of  a  purpose  that  if  the  nominee  shall 
be  elected  he  will  at  once  seize  control  of 
the  Government.  1  hope  the  good  peo- 
ple will  not  allow  themselves  to  suffer 
any  uneasiness  on  either  point.  1  am 
struggling  to  maintain  the  Government, 
not  to  overthrow  it.  I  therefore  say  that, 
if  I  shall  live,  I  shall  remain  President 
until  the  4th  of  next  March.  And  who- 
ever shall  be  constitutionally  elector! 
therefor  in  November,  shall  be  duly  in- 
stalled as  President  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  and  that  in  the  interval  I  shall  do 
my  utmost  that  whoever  is  to  hold  the 
holm  for  the  next  voyage  shall  start  with 
the  best  possible  chance  to  save  the  ship. 
_  "This  is  due  to  the  people,  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  under  the  Constitution.  Their 
will,  constitutionally  expressed,  is  the  ul- 
timate law  of  all. 


"If  they  should  dilibe  rate'.y  resolve  to 
have  immediate  peace,  even  at  the  loss 
of  their  country,  and  their  liberties,  I 
know  not  the  power  or  the  right  to  resist 
them. 

"It  is  their  own  business,  and  they 
must  do  as  they  please  with  their  own. 
I  believe,  however,  they  are  all  resolved 
to  preserve  tneir  country  and  their  lib- 
erty; and  in  this,  in  office  or  out  of  it, 
I  am  resolved  to  stand  by  them.  I  may 
add,  that  in  this  purpose  to  save  the 
country  and  its  liberties,  no  class  of  peo- 
ple seem  so  nearly  unanimous  as  the 
soldiers  in  the  field  and  the  seamen 
afloat.  Do  they  not  have  the  hardest  of 
it?  Who  shoutd  quail  when  they  do  not? 
God  bless  the  soldiers  and  seamen  and 
all  their  brave  commanders. 

"ABRAHAM  LINCOLN." 
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1864  FOUND  IN  N.  Y. 
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Delivered  from   White  House 
Window  on  Occasion  of 
His  Re-Election 

MANUSCRIPT    LONG  LOST 


tyfi,  fh^fC  ^z-v^  jlx+j  ^rL^^r^^C: 


Photostat  copy  of  the  first  page  of  the  manuscript  of  an  address 
made  by  President  Lincoln  after  his  re-election  in  1864  which  was 
found  in  Washington  by  a  director  of  a  WPA  project.   


Washington,  Feb.  12.— a  photo- 
static copy  of  the  long-lost  manu- 
script from  which  Abraham  Lin- 
coln expressed  thanks  for  his  1864 
re-election  to  the  Presidency  goes 
on  exhibition  today  at  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

The  manuscript  in  Lincoln's  own 
handwriting,  was  discovered  recent- 
ly at  Dryden,  N.  Y.,  by  Roland  P. 
Gray,  State  research  editor  for  the 
Works  Progress  Administration's 
guide  book  to  the  United  States.  It 
was  given  to  the  late  Representa- 
tive John  W.  Dwight,  of  Dryden, 
by  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  the  war  Pres- 
ident's son,  in  1916. 

The  address  was  delivered  from 
a  White  House  window  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  1864,  shortly  after  Lincoln 
defeated  the  Democratic  candidate, 
General  George  B.  McClellan.  In 
it,  Lincoln  expressed  satisfaction 
that  it  was  possible  to  hold  the  elec- 
tion amid  the  Civil  War,  adding: 
"Until  now  it  has  not  been  known 
to  the  world  that  this  was  a  pos 
sibility.  It  (the  election)  shows  also 
how  sound  and  how  strong  we  still 
are.  It  shows  that,  even  among 
candidates  of  the  same  party,  he 
who  is  most  devoted  to  the  Union, 
and  most  opposed  to  treason,  can 
receive  most  of  the  people's  vote." 

Gray  said  that  "unverified  tradi 
Hon"  was  that  John  Wilkes  Booth 
who  assassinated  Lincoln  a  few 
months  later,  was  in  the  crowd 
standing  on  the  lawn  of  the  White 
House  as  the  President  urged  "a 
common  effort  to  save  our  common 
country." 

Although  apparently  Lincoln  s 
only  draft  of  the  address,  the  manu- 
script showed  few  revisions  in  com- 
position. The  address,  said  by  Dr 
J.  Franklin  Jameson,  chief  of  the 
manuscript  division  of  the  Congres- 
sional Library,  to  be  a  "very  good 
example  of  Lincoln's  style"  empha 
sized  the  President's  hope  that  the 
Union  would  unite  to  win  the  war. 

"While  I  am  deeply  sensible  to  the 
high  compliment  of  a  re-election," 
Lincoln  said,  "and  duly  grateful,  as 
I  trust,  to  Almighty  God  for  hav- 
ing directed  my  countrymen  to  a 
right  conclusion,  as  I  think,  for  their 
own  good,  it  adds  nothing  to  my  sat- 
isfaction that  any  other  man  may 
be  disappointed  or  pained  by  the  re- 
sult. 

"May  I  ask  those  who  have  not 
differed  with  me  to  join  with  me  in 
this  same  spirit  toward  those  who 
have?" 

The  400-word  speech  covered  three 
and  one-half  foolscap  pages  in  Lin- 
coln's large  handwriting.  At  the  top 
of  the  first  page  is  a  penciled  nota- 
tion, apparently  by  him,  noting  the 
date. 


I  Lincoln  Manuscript  yliiJj/ 
Found  by  y^jhJ^r^^L 

A  photostatic  copy  of  the  manu- 
script of  Abraham  Lincoln's  speech 
on  Nov.  10,  1864,  at  a  celebration  of 
his  re-election,  was  displayed  for 
the  first  time  today  at  the  library 
of  Congress. 

The  historic  document,  written  in 
Lincoln's  own  hand  on  three  sheets 
of  paper,  was  found  in  a  Dryden, 
N.  Y.,  bank  vault  by  Works  Prog- 
ress administration  research 
workers.  > 

It  had  been  presented  to  the  late 
Representative  John  W.  Dwight  by 
Lincoln's  son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln. 

Lincoln  delivered  his  address 
from  a  White  House  window  to  a 
crowd  of  Washington  citizens.  Leg- 
end has  it  that  John  Wilkes  Booth 
was  present. 

Speaking  of  his  re-election,  Lin- 
coln said: 

"It  was  demonstrated  that  a 
people's  government  can  sustain  a 
national  election,  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  civil  war — until  now  it  has 
not  been  known  to  the  world  that 
this  was  a  possibility. 

"It  shows  also  how  sound,  and 
how  strong  we  still  are. 

"It  shows  that,  even  among  candi- 
dates of  the  same  party,  he  who 
is  most  devoted  to  the  Union,  and 
most  opposed  to  treason,  can  re- 
ceive most  of  the  people's  vote. 

"While  I  am  deeply  sensible  to 
the  high  eompliment  of  re-election; 
and  duly  grateful,  as  I  trust,  to 
God  Almighty  for  having  directed 
my  countrymen  to  a  right  conclu- 
sion, as  I  think,  for  their  own  good, 
it  adds  nothing  to  my  satisfaction 
that  any  other  man  may  be  dis- 
appointed or  pained  by  the  result. 

"May  I  ask  those  who  have  not 
differed  with  me,  to  join  with  me, 
in  this  same  spirit  toward  those 
who  have? 

"And  now,  let  me  close  by  asking 
three  hearty  cheers  for  our  brave 
soldiers  and  seaman  and  their  gal- 
lant and  skilful  commanders." 
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Long  Lost  Lincoln  Manuscript 
Found  b\  Wisconsin  Educator 


Prof.  Gray  Notifies  C.  E. 
Brown  of  New  Yo?k,i 


THE  long  Inst  manuscript  of   the  j 
address    which    Pres.    Abraham  1 
Lincoln  delivreed  Nov.  in,  18fi4.  I 
at  the  celebration  of  his  re-election, 
has  been  discovered  in  a  bank  vault 
at  Dryden.  N.   Y.,  by  Prof.  Roland 
P.  Gray,   of   Stout   institute,  Meno- 
monie.    Wis.,    friend   and  co-worker 
with  Charles  E.  Brown,  of  the  uni- 
versity museum. 

Explains  Discovery 
In  a  letter  Tuesday  to  Mr.  Brown, 
Prof.  Gray  explained  the  events  lead- 
ing up  to  the  uncovering  of  the  Lin- 
coln speech,  and  how  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  New  York  state 
bank. 

Pres.  Lincoln  delivered  the  address 
from  a  window  above  the  portico  of 
the  vrthite  house  on  the  night  of 
Thursday,  Nov.  10,  1864,  two  days  aft- 
er election  day.  when  a  serenade  was  I 
staged  by  the  Lincoln  and  Johnson  | 
clubs  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Prof.  Gray  explains. 

"In  looking  over  the  newspaper  ree- 
oitIs  of  the  re-election  celebration," 
Prof.  Gray  comments.  "an  ironic 
touch  is  that  the  Lincoln  speech  was 
crowded  off  the  front  page  of  the 
New  York  Tribune  by  an  address  de- 
livered by  Jefferson  Davis,  to  the  Con- 
federate congress,  at  Richmond. 

"The  report,  a  bare  half  column, 
was  placed  on  the  first  page,  about 
a  third  of  the  way  down  from  the 
top,  and  shared  the  column  with  the 
report  on  a  new  creation  which  John 
B.  Goug-h,  the  social  reformer,  made 
at  the  Academy  of  Music." 

Mr.  Lincoln  appeared  at  the  'win- 
dow above  the  portico  and  -gave  the 
speech  which  he  had  prepared  for 
the  occasion,  Prof.  Gray  relates. 
Lincoln  Quoted 
It  opened  with  the  words: 
"It  has  long  been  a  grave  question 
whether    any    government,     not  too 
strong  for  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
can  be  strong  enougih  to  maintain  its 
own  existence  in  great  emergencies." 


Lincoln  concluded: 

"And  now,  let  us  close  by  askin? 
three  hearty  cheers  for  our  brave 
soldiers  and  seamen  and  their  gallant 
and  skillful  commanders." 


LOST  MANUSCRIPT 
OF  LINCOLN  FOUND 

VPA    Research    Editor  Gets 
4-Page  Text  of  Re-election 
Address  of  1864. 


Special  1o  The  New  York  Times. 

WASHINGTON,  Feb.  ll.-A  bank 
■ault  in  Dryden,  N.  Y.,  has  given 
ip  the  long-lost  manuscript  of  an 

ddress  delivered  by  President  Lin- 
oln  from  a  window  above  the 
'ortico  of  the  White  House  on  the 
vening  of  Thursday,  Nov.  10,  1864, 
i'hen  a  celebration  of  his  re-elec- 
ion  was   staged  by  Lincoln  and 

ohnson  Clubs  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  discovery  was  an- 
lounced  today  by  the  Works  Prog- 
ess  Administration. 

Professor  Roland  P.  Grey,  New 
'ork  research  editor  of  The  Amer- 
•an  Guide,  a  travel  handbook  of 
le  United  States  now  in  process 
f  compilation  as  a  WPA  writers' 
roject,     found     the  manuscript 

hile  on  a  visit  to  Dryden  from 
is  home  in  Ithaca. 
Photostatic  copies  of  the  four- 
9ge  address  and  of  a  two-page 
tter  about  it,  written  by  Robert 
.  Lincoln,  son  of  the  President, 
ave  been  placed  on  exhibition  in 
le  Dryden  Public  Library  and  in 
le  Library  of  Congress  at  Wash- 
igton. 

Dr.  J.  Franklin  Jameson,  chief 
!  the  Manuscript  Division  of  the 
ibrary  of  Congress,  set  up  a  spe- 
al  Lincoln  Birthday  exhibit  in- 
uding  the  photostats  and  a  copy 
!  the  report  on  the  discovery 
hich  Professor  Grey  made  to 
enry  G.  Alsberg,  director  of  the 
ederal  writers'  project  and  editor- 
i-chief  of  The  American  Guide. 

.Sent  to  Representative  Dwight. 

The  manuscript  remained  with  the 
incoln  family  until  April  18,  1916, 
hen  Robert  T.  Lincoln  sent  it  to 
epresentative  John  W.  Dwight  of 
ryden  with  the  following  message: 
"You  know  my  gratitude  to  you 
r  your  effective  work  in  the  House 

the  legislation  providing  for  the 
pction  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
>re,  which  is  now  approaching 
>mpletion,  but  I  wish  you  to  have 
mething  tangible  as  a  testimonial 

my  feeling  and  which  may  be  as- 
ciated  by  you  in  your  memory  of 
at  part  of  your  public  work. 
"In  the  book  by  Noah  Brooks, 
ititled  'Washington  in  Lincoln's 
ime,'  you  will  find  an  account  of 
public  demonstration  at  the  White 
ouse  immediately  after  the  Presi- 
■ntial  election  of  1864,  at  which  my 
ther  made  a  speech  which  he  had 
ritten  out  beforehand.  I  am  send- 
g  to  you  the  original  manuscript 
;ed  by  him  on  that  occasion  and 
beg  your  acceptance  of  it,  with 


the  renewed  assurance  of  my  kind- 
est regard." 

Professor  Grey's  discovery  was 
reported  in  the  following  letter  to 
Mr.  Alsberg: 

"I  am  sending  you  the  promised 
photostat  copy,  four  pages,  of  the 
Lincoln  manuscript  of  the  speech 
delivered  by  him  soon  after  his  re- 
election to  the  Presidency.  The 
speech  was  delivered  from  the  win- 
dow over  the  front  portico  of  the 
entrance  to  the  White  House. 

"On  the  ground,  there  was  a 
great  mob  of  enthusiastic  people 
who  had  assembled  to  celebrate  the 
President's  re-election.  There  was 
a  booming  of  cannon  and  fire 
works.  The  traditional  story,  not 
verified  by  me,  is  that  Wilkes  Booth 
was  at  the  time  on  the  lawn  plot- 
ting the  President's  death. 

"With  the  manuscript  of  the 
speech,  I  am  also  sending  a  photo- 
stat of  a  letter  signed  in  ink  by 
Robert  T.  Lincoln.  This  letter  will 
give  you  the  facts  concerning  the 
gift  of  the  manuscript  to  Congress- 
man Dwight. 

"On  one  of  my  visits  to  Dryden 
in  search  of  historical  material, 
through  conversation  with  the  pres- 
ident of  the  bank,  I  learned  that 
this  manuscript  of  the  Lincoln 
speech  was  deposited  in  the  bank 
vaults. 

"He  told  me,  of  cousre,  that  it 
belonged  to  the  library,  and  that 
the  letter  explained  how  Congress- 
man Dwight  came  into  possession 
of  it,  and  I  was  then  further  in- 
formed that  Mrs.  Dwight  had  given 
the  manuscript  to  the  library. 

"I  was  privileged  on  a  second  visit 
to  inspect  the  letter  and  manu- 
script. The  paper  and  ink  are  still 
unfaded  and  the  whole  manuscript 
of  four  foolscap  sheets  is  in  perfect 
condition.  In  lead  pencil,  appar- 
ently in  Lincoln's  own  hand,  is 
written  the  date,  'Nov.  10,  1864.'  " 

"In  looking  over  the  newspaper 


records  of  the  re-election  celebra- 
tion," said  a  WPA  statement,  "an 
ironic  touch  is  that  the  Lincoln 
speech  was  crowded  off  the  front 
page  of  The  New  York  Tribune  by 
an  address  delivered  by  Jefferson 
Davis  to  the  Confederate  Congress 
at  Richmond.  It  appeared  on  the 
fifth  page. 

"According  to  The  Washington 
Evening  Star,  which  devoted  sev- 
eral first-page  columns  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  celebration,  the  club 
members  formed  lines  opposite  the 
Union  League  rooms  in  Ninth 
Street  and  marched  up  Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue,  twelve  or  fourteen 
hundred  strong,  carrying  torch- 
lights and  transparencies,  while 
brass  bands  blared  and  men  from 
the  navy  yard  discharged  two 
howitzers  at  intervals. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  appeared  at  the 
window  above  the  portico  and  gave 
the  speech  which  he  had  prepared 
especially  for  the  occasion.  It 
opened  with  the  words: 

"  'It  has  long  been  a  grave  ques- 
tion whether  any  government,  not 
too  strong  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  can  be  strong  enough  tc 
maintain  its  own  existence  in  great 
emergencies.' 

"He  concluded: 

"  'And  now,  let  me  close  by  ask- 
ing three  hearty  cheers  for  our 
brave  soldiers  and  seamen  and 
their  gallant  and  skillful  com- 
manders.' " 
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ORIGINAL  DRAFT 
OF  ADDRESS  BY 
LINCOLN  FOUND 

WASHINGTON  Feb.  12 
(UP). — The  WPA,  which  has 
sought  all  sorts  of  odd  jobs  to 
keep  white-collared  unemployed 
busy,  today  had  announced  the 
discovery  of  an  original  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  manuscript  by  a 
worker  seeking  material  for  the 
government's  five-volume  travel 

handbook. 

The  manuscript,  in  the  Civil  war 
President's  own  handwriting,  was 
found  by  Prof.  Roland  P.  Gray, 
New  York  state  research  editor  for 
the  forthcoming  Baedecker,  in  a 
Dryden,  N.  Y.,  bank  vault.  It  is  the; 
original  copy  of  a  speech  Lincoln 
read  to  a  throng  that  crowded  about 
the  White  House  the  night  of  Nov. 
10,  1S64,  to  celebrate  his  re- 
election. 

Son's  Letter  Found 
Also  in  the  vault  was  a  two-page 
typewritten  letter  from  Robert  T. 
Lincoln,  the  President's  son,  which 
accompanied  the  manuscript  when  it 
■was  sent  to  Rep.  John  W.  Dwight  of 
Dryden,  N.  Y.,  for  his  work  in  hav- 
ing the  Lincon  memorial  in  Wash- 
ington built.  Dwight  gave  the  docu- 
ments to  the  Dryden  public  library, 
which  had  put  them  in  the  vault. 

Photostatic  copies  of  both  the 
speech  and  letter  were  placed  on 
display  at  the  Dryden  library  and 
the  Library  of  Congress  in  Wash- 
ington in  connection  with  the  cele- 
bration of  Lincoln's  birthday  today. 
Lincoln's  speech  started: 
"It  has  long  been  a  grave  ques- 
tion whether  any  government,  not 
too  strong  for  the  liberities  of  the 
people,  can  be  strong  enough  to 
maintain  its  own  existence  in  great 
emergencies." 

Fostered  Elections 
He  points  out  that  presidential 
elections    are    necessary  although 
they  divide  the  people. 

"We  cannot  have  free  govern- 
ment without  elections;  and  if  the 
rebellion  could  force  us  to  forego, 
or  postpone  a  national  election,  it 
might  fairly  claim  to  have  already 
conquered  and  ruined  us,"  he  said. 


